Bodhisattva’s Vow

When I, a student of the Way

look at the real form of the universe,

all is the never-failing manifestation

of the mysterious truth of the Awakened Life.

In any event, in any moment, and in any place,

None can be other than the marvelous revelation

of its glorious light.

This realization made our ancestors and teachers

extend tender care, with respectful hearts

even to such beings as birds and beasts.

This realization teaches us

that our daily food, drink, clothes,

and protections of life

are the warm flesh and blood,

the merciful incarnation of the Awakened One.

Who can be ungrateful or not respectful

even to senseless things,

not to speak of humans?

Even though they may be fools,

be warm and compassionate toward them.

If by any chance they should turn against us,

become sworn enemies and persecute us,

we should sincerely bow down with humble language

in the reverent understanding

that they are the merciful messengers of the Awakened One,

who use devices to emancipate us from blind tendencies,

produced and accumulated upon ourselves

by our own egoistic delusion and attachment

through countless cycles of space and time.

Then on each moment’s flash of our thought

there will grow a lotus flower

and on each lotus flower will be revealed Perfection,

unceasingly manifest as our life,

just as it is,

right here and right now.

May we extend this mind to all beings

so that we and the world together

may attain maturity in the wisdom of the Awakened Life.

Torei Zenji’s Bodhisattva Vow

by Zen Master Torei

Disciples, when I humbly observe the true nature of things, all are the marvelous manifestation of the Tathagata’s truth. Atom by atom, instant by instant, all are none other than his mysterious radiance. Because of this our virtuous ancestors extended loving care and reverence toward even such beings as birds and beasts. How, then, can we be but humbly grateful for the food, drink, and clothing that nourishes and protects us throughout the day, these being in essence the warm skin and flesh of the great masters, the incarnate compassion of the Buddha?

If it is so even with inanimate objects, how much more should we be kind and merciful towards human beings, even those who are foolish? Though they become our sworn enemies, reviling and persecuting us, we should regard them as bodhisattva manifestations who, in their great compassion, are employing skillful means to help emancipate us from the twisted karma we have produced over countless kalpas through our biased, self-centered views.

If we awaken in ourselves this deep, pure faith, offering humble words and taking sincere refuge in the Buddha, then with every thought there will blossom a lotus flower, each with a Buddha. These Buddhas will establish Pure Lands everywhere and reveal the radiance of the Tathagata beneath our very feet. May we extend this mind throughout the universe, so that we and all sentient beings may equally bring to fruition the seeds of wisdom.

To-Rei Zenji: Bodhisattva's Vow

(Translated by Robert Aitken)

Leader: I am only a simple disciple, but I offer these respectful words:

Assembly: When I regard the true nature of the many dharmas, I find them all to be sacred forms of the Tathagata's never- failing essence. Each particle of matter, each moment, is no other than the Tathagata's inexpressible radiance.

With this realization, our virtuous ancestors gave tender care to beasts and birds with compassionate minds and hearts. Among us, in our own daily lives, who is not reverently grateful for the protections of life: food, drink, and clothing! Though they are inanimate things, they are nonetheless the warm flesh and blood, the merciful incarnations of Buddha.

All the more, we can be especially sympathetic and affectionate with foolish people, particularly with someone who becomes a sworn enemy and persecutes us with abusive language. That very abuse conveys the Buddha's boundless loving-kindness. It is a compassionate device to liberate us entirely from the mean-spirited delusions we have built up with our wrongful conduct from the beginningless past.

With our open response to such abuse we completely relinquish ourselves, and the most profound and pure faith arises. At the peak of each thought a lotus flower opens, and on each flower there is revealed a Buddha. Everywhere is the Pure Land in its beauty. We see fully the Tathagata's radiant light right where we are.

May we retain this mind and extend it throughout the world so that we and all beings become mature in Buddha's wisdom.
